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In the middle of my muddling about the various 

ways in which the resurrection touches our lives and 

moves us not just on Easter but every day. I came 

across a rather amazing thing. Unfortunately like 

many really great trips the destination is the amazing 

part, and we don’t have time to cover the twists and 

turns that led to this.  

 As we encounter Easter or at least the begin-

ning of it, it follows many of the normal formats we 

have for grief and loss. As the women are on their 

way to the tomb they converse about how they are 

going to anoint Christ’s body. You can almost feel 

the heaviness of the moment as they step by step 

move closer to the sad reality that Christ has died. 

BUT……….we all know that he isn’t. Something 

amazing and life altering has happed. He is Risen! 

We could debate about how the women and then 

the disciples shouldn’t have been all that surprised 

by finding the tomb like this or learning that Jesus 

had risen. I mean Jesus did after all prepare them for 

this moment. 

 But in this moment something happens. 

Death loses its power. With Christ rising from the 

dead and the promise made to us, God announces 

that the final power of life and death is not with 

death but with him. With the covenant promise of 

eternal life in Christ. In this death becomes not an 

ending but a transition into something new. On the 

one hand it can be scary since it is after all unknown, 

or a new thing. But on the other it means that our 

sadness we feel and our grief is a little bit different.  

 Now to my strange discovery. There is a 

cemetery located in Romania known as the Merry 

Cemetery. What makes it merry, well the headstones 

instead of being marble colored and gray, are bright 

and colorful. They also don’t have traditional epi-

taphs or information on the stones either. Instead of 

a verse of scripture, along with the birth and death 

date and person’s name these often contain poems 

and bits of humor. The consensus at this particular 

cemetery is that death is not a solemn event.  

 Now we see elements of a shift in this belief 

in the New Orleans funeral march most of us have 

seen on TV or in other types of film. Such celebra-

tion has a brass band, and a second line which is en-

couraged to celebrate the life of the individual by 

dancing as they go. There are other celebratory tradi-

tions which other areas have. But it all brings us to 

the grand question, what does the Resurrection 

mean for us as we grieve and say goodbye? 

 Does it mean that a Merry cemetery is more 

apt? or less? Does it mean that we should put togeth-

er a brass band wherever the church exists so that we 

can both celebrate the persons life but also celebrate 

their union with Christ?  

 The reality is that over 2000 years we have 

struggled with what the resurrection means for us as 

we engage with this reality. We hear the statement 

that death has been swallowed up in victory and its 

sting taken away. But does this change how we 

mourn? Does it change our engaging with the un-

known, or at least the unexperienced? I’m not saying 

that we should rework or change how we grieve. But 

I would advocate us having a conversation about how 

the resurrection has changed our grief, how God has 

done something magnificent and turned grief and 

loss into a very different con-

versation. Grace and peace 

to you all.  

 

Rev Bill 



 

May 1                                 Hurley Seniors Meeting 
May 4, 11, 18, 25              Worship 
May 4                    Communion 
May 6, 13, 20, 27     Bible Study 
May 12                                 Consistory Meeting 
May 14                                Social Solos 
 

                      May 

May 4       Allan Dumas  and Terry Gaffken 

May 11      Jeanne Quenzer and Maggie Sass       

May 18     Chris Decker and Bill Baldinger 

May 25     Marilyn More and Wally Cook 

 

 

Reach out to those who need your support 

 in their day to day needs:   

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Judy Bell (Terry Gaffken’s mom)  

Bev Roosa is at the Terraces at Brookmeade 

Lori Pinkham is Wingate at Ulster                                  

Terry Conlin 

 

 

 



 

 
Deacon for May 

Is 
Jeanne Quenzer 

Social Solos meets on  Wednesday,  

May 14, 2025 

At noon 

Anyone wishing to join please contact  
Rev. Deb Zuill for an invite at  

attitudema50@aol.com or 845-247-9157 

Please join us for Worship 
 every Sunday at 10am with Refresh-

ments served after in the Hall. 
 

Sign up sheets are posted in the Hall for 
flowers and refreshments. 

 

Anyone interested in a piano 
please contact the church office 

or Rev. Bill. 

Our Mission for May is Mentor Me of Ulster County. At 
Mentor Me of Ulster County, they create life-changing 
connections between youth ages 6-17 and caring adult 
mentors who show up consistently, listen deeply, and 

open doors to new possibilities.  

These goals are accomplished through the following: 

-One-to-one mentoring relationships that build trust and 
confidence 

-Small group mentoring that creates peer connections 

-Family support that strengthens entire households 

-Enriching activities that expand horizans 

-Access to sports, arts, and extracurricular opportunities 
that many families couldn’t otherwise. 

The collection for the basket will be the Peoples Place 
lunchbox program. We will be collecting anything that 

would go into a healthy lunchbox, including juice boxes. 



 



 

Cole Jordan  1 

Terry Conlin 2 

Kristen Helm 2 

Mikayla Mellin 2 

Lori Baker 3 

Kathy Burns 4 

Jonathan Helsley 5 

George Nekos, Jr. 5 

Elizabeth Wilson 7 

Jayne Ulrich 10 

Marilyn Cox 11 

Robin Brennan 14 

Barbara Hornbeck 14 

Les Frost 16 

Taylor Robey 21 

Ricki Maggiore 27 

Lily DeKoskie 27 

Brian Donnelly 28 

Mackenzie Schoonmaker 28 

Glenn & Debbie Decker 6 

Kathy & Bob Pfeiffer 6 

Christa & Terry Conlin 9 

Marilyn & John More 9 

Joe & Kathy Burns 15 

Kevin & Jeanne Quenzer 17 

Wayne & Karen Waligurski 20 

Donna & Peter Harder 30  

 

Our former pastor, Dr. Bob Gram has been nominated 
for the top 6 finalist for the Chrono-gram's Readers 
Choice Author Award. If you would like to submit a 

vote please go to https://www.cronogram.com/
hudsonvalley/awards/Page#//. From there you can 

navigate to "People" and then "Author", where you will 
find Bob's name. You need only provide an email and 

can vote daily until May 15th.  



 



 



 

Rev. William Appleyard-Pekich 

Pastor 
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